Everyday experience demonstrates
that offenses, swearing and abusive
language tend to involve explicit or
implicit comparisons. Within the
history of religion, the phenome-
non is similarly familiar: Bad Chris-
tians were accused of being like -
or worse than - Turks or Jews,
Jews were admonished not to fall
so low as to behave like Christians
and so on. Studying such compari-
sons, we set out to explore the rela-
tionship between polemics, orders
of knowledge, and concepts of reli-
gion. Bringing together scholars of
different religious traditions and
periods, the conference proposes
to take an interdisciplinary and sys-
tematic view on religious diversity
and polemical comparison. The
papers trace polemical compari-
sons from Late Antiquity to modern
times and across Christian, Jewish,
Muslim, and Buddhist discourses.
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THURSDAY 29 NOVEMBER

13.00
13.30

14.00

14.45

Bielefeld Lecture on History &

18.15 Theory (optional)

19.45 Frank Ankersmit, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Reflections on Political Representation

20.15 Conference Dinner
Bernstein, Niederwall 2, 33602 Bielefeld

FRIDAY 30 NOVEMBER

9.15

10.00

10.45

12.00 Lunch (M

INTRA- AND INTER-RELIGIOUS COMPARISONS
Chair: Cornelia Aust, Universitat Bielefeld

14.00 Sophia Dege-Miiller,
Ruhr-Universitat Bochum
Jews, Heretics, Pagans - Describing the
Religious Other in Ethiopian Sources

14.45 Gerard Wiegers, Universiteit van Amsterdam
Polemical Comparisons in the Apology against
the Articles of the Christian Faith by
Muhammad Alguazir (1610)

15.30

16.00

16.45
17.30

19.30

SATURDAY 1 DECEMBER

Stephen C. Berky
Buddhist ‘Heretics’ a

Malte van Spankeren, Halle/Saa

Insult as a Cultural Practice. The Co
Polemical Functionalisation of Islam b
Theologians around 1600

Break

Concluding discussion

11.00 Discussants: Marco Carvarzere

12.00

(Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt/Main),
Antje Fliichter (Universitat Bielefeld),
Almut Hofert (Universitdt Oldenburg)
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