First China—Balkan Cultural Exchange Forum
Program
May 23-24, 2026 | Capital Normal University
May 23
Opening Ceremony | 8:30-9:10

Venue: International Conference Hall, 2nd Floor, International Culture Building, North Campus |, Capital Normal University
Chair: Vice President, Capital Normal University

8:30-8:35 Introduction of Chinese and international guests

8:35-8:40 Welcome remarks by a university leader of Capital Normal University

8:40-8:45 Remarks by H.E. Dario Mihelin, Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to China

8:45-8:50 Remarks by a representative of the International Department of the CPC Central Committee

8:50-8:55 Remarks by Jia Peng, Deputy Director-General, Department of International Cooperation and
Exchanges, Ministry of Education

8:55-9:00 Remarks by Huo Yuzhen, former Special Representative for China—Central and Eastern European
Countries Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

9:00-9:05 Remarks by Yu Yunquan, Vice President, China International Communications Group

9:05-9:10 Remarks by a representative of the Beijing Municipal Education Commission

9:10-9:20 Group Photo

Keynote Session | | 9:20-10:30
15 minutes per speaker | Chair: Liang Zhanjun, Dean and Professor, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

[ No. | Titte . |Speaker ____ ______ |

1 The Past, Present, and Future of Balkan Studies: Some Alexandre Kostov, Professor, Bulgarian Academy of
Reflections and ldeas Sciences; President, International Association for
Southeast European Studies
2 Reflections on Current China—Europe Relations Feng Zhongping, Director and Research Fellow,

Institute of European Studies, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences (CASS)

3 Toward a Shared History of the Balkans Dubravka Stojanovi¢, Professor, University of
Belgrade, Serbia; UN Expert Consultant; Vice Chair,
History Education Committee

4 Academic Reflections on the Balkan Intellectual Spirit: A Ke Jing, Dean and Professor, School of European
Comparative Inquiry into the Thought of Zizek and Ypi Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign Studies
University

Coffee Break | 10:30-10:45
Keynote Session Il | 10:45-12:10

15 minutes per speaker | Chair: Josip Mihaljevi¢, Research Fellow and Deputy Director, Croatian Institute of History

| No. | Title | Speaker _ _____ _________ |

1 Geopolitics and Identity: The Balkans at a New Crossroads = Cui Hongjian, Professor, Institute for Area and Global
Governance, Beijing Foreign Studies University;
Director, Center for EU and Regional Development

Studies
2 Transcending the Balkans: Some Recent Trends in Marie-Janine Calic, Professor, Ludwig Maximilian
Historical Writing University of Munich, Germany
3 Greek Studies in China Yan Shaoxiang, Professor, School of History, Capital

Normal University

Chair: Li Jianjun, Vice Dean and Associate Professor, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

| No.Titte . |Speaker _ _ _______________ |

1 Between National Frameworks and Transnational Josip Mihaljevi¢, Research Fellow and Deputy
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Lunch

Agendas: Croatian Historiography and the Study of
Southeast Europe Today
Building Balkan Studies in China

Afternoon Parallel Sessions

Parallel Session | | The Balkans and Exchanges and Mutual Learning between Eastern and

Western Civilizations

Director, Croatian Institute of History

Liang Zhanjun, Dean and Professor, Institute of Global
and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

14:00-17:00 | 10 minutes per speaker | Venue: Conference Room 6, 2nd Floor, International Culture Building

Chair: Zvonimir Stopic¢, Associate Professor, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

[ No.Title | Speaker _______ |

1

2

3

10

Chinese Civilization in the Eyes of Bulgarian Scholars

Sino-Yugoslav Encounters in South and Southeast Asia
during the Cold War

Who Is the “Other” of the Balkans? Reflections on Identity
in Bulgarian Historical Perspective

Identity and “Balkanization”

From Moscow to Beijing: Josip Sever, China, and the
Avant-Garde Literary Tradition

“Monthly” Non-Alignment: Yugoslav Internationalism from
the Perspective of Mid-Level Actors

A Bridge between East and West: Ivan Ureman, the First
Croatian Jesuit in China

Addressing Europe—China Misunderstandings

Mutual Mirroring: How China and Yugoslavia Learned from
Each Other

Evolution of the “Image of China” in the Balkans Based on
Literary Corpus Mining

Ma Xipu, Chief Expert, Institute of Global and Area
Studies, Capital Normal University

Jovan Cavoski, Research Fellow, Institute of Recent
History of Serbia

Lin Wenshuang, Vice Dean and Professor, School of
European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign
Studies University

Enea Dumitru-Sorin, Foreign Expert, Beijing
International Studies University

Lujo Parezanin, Editor and Scholar, Novosti
Newspaper, Croatia

Jure Ramsak, Research Fellow, Science and
Research Centre Koper, Slovenia

Peng Yuchao, Associate Professor, School of
European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign
Studies University

Reuben Wong, Associate Professor, National
University of Singapore

Zhou Yuguang, Lecturer, Institute of Global and Area
Studies, Capital Normal University

Chen Yue, Lecturer, Institute of Country and Region
Studies and International Communication, Nanjing
University of Aeronautics and Astronautics

Parallel Session Il | China—Balkan Relations: History, Present Realities, and Future
Prospects

14:00-17:00 | 10 minutes per speaker | Venue: Conference Room 8, 8th Floor, International Culture Building

Chair: lvica Bakota, Research Fellow, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

[ No.Title | Speaker _____ ___ _ |

1

2

3

International Contest over Balkan Digital Sovereignty, Its
Implications, and China’s Countermeasures

Educational and Scientific Exchange between Bulgaria and
China (1950-2025): Sources, Stages, Significance
China’s Perceptions of and Policy toward the Western
Balkans: A Preliminary Study

Between East and West: The Geoeconomics of Balkan
Partnerships

China—Slovenia Cooperation under the Belt and Road
Initiative

Friendship at a Distance: Sino-Yugoslav Relations during
the Cold War
EU Standard Spillover and Politicization of Economic

Lin Limin, Professor, University of International
Relations
Jordan Baev, Professor, Sofia University, Bulgaria

Kong Tianping, Research Fellow, Institute of
European Studies, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences

Beniamin Shurdhi, Foreign Expert, Beijing
International Studies University; Wang Sixiao,
Associate Professor, School of European Studies,
Beijing International Studies University

Ju Hao, Research Fellow and Deputy Director,
Department of Transition and Integration Theory,
Institute of Russian, Eastern European and Central
Asian Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
Sanja Radovi¢, Research Fellow, Museum of the
1990s, Belgrade, Serbia

Xu Hengyi, Assistant Dean and Associate Professor,
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11

Dinner

May 24

Issues in the Western Balkans: A Case Study of Zijin
Mining in Serbia

Sino-Yugoslav Cultural Exchange in the 1950s: A Case
Study of the 1956 Yugoslav Film Week

The “Repoliticization” of Bulgaria’s China Policy: Historical
Evolution and Current Challenges to Cooperation

The Impact of Serbia’s Energy Crisis on the
Transformation of China—CEEC Cooperation

China’s Policy toward Eastern Europe: A Case from 1962

Morning Parallel Sessions

School of Country and Region Studies / Institute of
International Relations, Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies

Luka Golez, Lecturer, Institute of Global and Area
Studies, Capital Normal University

Zuo Xiao, Lecturer, School of Country and Region
Studies / Institute of International Relations,
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies

Jia Jun, Lecturer, Institute of Country and Region
Studies and International Communication, Nanjing
University of Aeronautics and Astronautics

Ma Li, Assistant Research Fellow, School of History
and Culture, Sichuan University

Parallel Session Ill | The Present and Future of Balkan Studies

8:30-11:30 | 10 minutes per speaker | Venue: Conference Room X (TBC), 2nd Floor, International Culture Building

Chair: Gao Ge, Research Fellow, Institute of Russian, Eastern European and Central Asian Studies, Chinese Academy of Social

Sciences

[No. Title _ ___________ __ _________ Speaker  ___________ |

1

10

European Studies and Talent Cultivation from the
Perspective of Country and Region Studies: Focusing on
the European Economy

The Weaknesses of Balkan Studies

Reflections on Balkan Studies from the Perspective of
China’s Country and Region Studies

Topics and Trends within the Field of Southeast European
History: A Perspective from Berlin

Innovating Knowledge Production in Balkan Studies from
the Perspective of Country and Region Studies
(Re)locating Southeast Europe in Global Debates:
Southeast European Studies and Its Relations with China
Balkan Studies as Method: Toward an Autonomous
Chinese Approach to Balkan Studies

Toward Chinese-Style Balkan Studies

The Mission of the New Yugoslav Studies Association
(NYSA)

“Co-Performance” in EU Accession: EU-Albania
Interaction amid Prolonged Uncertainty over Enlargement
Prospects

Ding Chun, Director and Professor, Center for
European Studies, Fudan University

Klaus Buchenau, Professor, University of
Regensburg, Germany

Liu Minru, Deputy Director, Research Planning
Department, Institute of Party History and Literature of
the CPC Central Committee

Ruza Fotiadis, Research Fellow, Humboldt-Universitat
zu Berlin, Germany

Yu Jinyan, Dean, School of Country and Region
Studies, Beijing International Studies University
Dragan Pavli¢evi¢, Associate Professor, Xi'an
Jiaotong-Liverpool University

Xu Gang, Research Fellow, Institute of Russian,
Eastern European and Central Asian Studies, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences

lvica Bakota, Research Fellow, Institute of Global and
Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Grega Ulen, Postdoctoral Fellow, Tsinghua University

Wang Xinyu, Ph.D. Candidate, School of European
Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign Studies
University

Parallel Session IV | A Changing World and the Global Position of the Balkans

8:30-11:30 | 10 minutes per speaker | Venue: Conference Room X (TBC), 2nd Floor, International Culture Building

Chair: Qu Bing, Deputy Director, Institute of European Studies, China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations

| No. | Title | Speaker _ _________________ |

1

2

3

Observations on the Current Situation of the Western
Balkans Based on Field Research

The Balkans through the Lens of U.S. Think Tanks
“Russkiy Mir” and “Srpski Svet”: A Comparative Study

The Transformation of the European Liberal-Civilizational

Kong Fanjun, Distinguished Professor, Institute of
Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University
Fang Qiang, Professor, Department of History,
University of Minnesota, United States

Armina Galijas, Senior Research Fellow, University of
Graz, Austria

Zhang Lixin, Executive Dean and Professor, Institute
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Parallel Session V | Thematic Studies on the Balkans from the Perspective of Country and

Order and Its Impact on the Balkans and International
Order

The Trajectory of the Republic of Moldova amid Russia—
Europe Rivalry

Russia’s Geopolitical Goal Adjustment in the First Balkan
War

The Importance of Balkan Studies amid Profound Global
Changes

Prospects for EU-Western Balkans Critical Raw Material
Supply

EU-Western Balkans Policy: From Passive Response to
Active Shaping

Moving Away from Russia and Reconnecting with Europe:
The Balkan Energy Strategy of Trump’s Second Term and
Its Implications

Region Studies

of Country and Region Studies and International
Communication, Nanjing University of Aeronautics
and Astronautics; Director, Center for Balkan Studies
Dong Xixiao, Vice Dean and Professor, School of
European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign
Studies University

Na Chuanlin, Professor, Belt and Road Institute,
Beijing Language and Culture University

Li Jianjun, Vice Dean and Associate Professor,
Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal
University

Yang Dong, Associate Senior Editor, Central Institute
of Socialism

Yang Bowen, Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of
European Studies, China Institute of International
Studies

Wang Huan, Ph.D. Candidate, School of History,
Capital Normal University

8:30-11:30 | 10 minutes per speaker | Venue: Conference Room X (TBC), 2nd Floor, International Culture Building

Chair: Qu Ning, Director, Arabic Department, Europe and Latin America Center (ELAC), China Radio International (CRI)

| No.Titte | Speaker _ ___ |

1

10

11

Socialist Yugoslavia as a Problem Space

The Logic of Balkanization and Its Transcendence

The Ancient Balkans and the Roman Empire: A
Geopolitical Perspective

Yugoslavia and Serbia in Slavoj Zizek’s Political Writing
(1986-1992)

The Politics of Peacebuilding in Bosnia and Herzegovina:
Empathy, Resilience, and the Limits of the “Local Turn”
Soviet Historiographical Tradition and the Teaching and
Research of Medieval Central and Eastern European
History in China

Applied History: A New Perspective on Country and
Region Studies

“Functional Integration” for EU Accession of the Western
Balkans and the Transformation of the EU Civilizational
Order

Rule Dependence and Talent Drain: The Impact of EU
Digital Governance on Brain Drain in North Macedonia
Motivations, Dilemmas, and Trends in the Westward
Extension of the Eurasian “Middle Corridor”

“lllyrian Theory” and the Construction of Albanian National
Historiography

Closing Ceremony | 11:30-12:10

Chair: Li Jianjun, Vice Dean and Associate Professor, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

(tem _____Program __________ __ |

Keynote
Address

Concluding
Remarks

Tanja Petrovi¢, Director and Research Fellow,
Institute of Culture and Memory Studies, Slovenian
Academy of Sciences and Arts

Sun Xingjie, Professor, School of International
Relations, Sun Yat-sen University

Li Yongbin, Professor, School of History, Capital
Normal University

Marko Zajc, Research Fellow, Institute of
Contemporary History, Slovenia; Assistant Professor,
Faculty of Humanities, University of Primorska, Koper
Chen Huizhi, Distinguished Research Fellow, Institute
of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University
Ning Ya, Lecturer, School of History, Renmin
University of China

Wu Yao, Lecturer, School of Humanities, Henan
University of Science and Technology

Ma Manlu, Lecturer, School of Country and Region
Studies / Institute of International Relations,
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies

Yu Yang, Assistant Research Fellow, China—CEEC
Innovation Cooperation Research Center

Li Zhirui, Lecturer, Institute of Global and Area
Studies, Capital Normal University

Wang Yiru, Ph.D. Candidate, School of History,
Capital Normal University

China—Balkan Relations from the Perspective of a Community with a Shared Future for Humanity
Speaker: Wang Yiwei, Director, Institute of International Affairs; Director, Center for European Union
Studies; Professor, School of International Studies, Renmin University of China

European Studies

International Representative: Alexandre Kostov, President, International Association for Southeast

Chinese Representative: Liang Zhanjun, Dean and Professor, Institute of Global and Area Studies,
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Capital Normal University
12:30-14:00 Lunch
14:00-16:00 Informal Exchange (optional)

List of Participants
List of International Participants
In alphabetical order by surname

Distinguished Guests

(Name | Title and Affiliation

Dario Mihelin Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia to China, Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in China
Josip Muri¢ Attaché, Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in China

Milo$ Prislan Minister Plenipotentiary, Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia in China

Sanja Milinovic First Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in China

Participants

(Name | Title and Affiliation

Alexandre Kostov Professor, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Armina Galijas Senior Research Fellow, University of Graz, Austria

Beniamin Shurdhi Foreign Expert, Beijing International Studies University

Borut Klabjan Research Fellow, Science and Research Centre Koper, Slovenia

Dragan Pavlicevi¢ Associate Professor, Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool University

Dubravka Stojanovi¢ Professor, University of Belgrade, Serbia; UN Expert Consultant; Vice Chair, History Education
Committee

Enea Dumitru-Sorin Lecturer, Beijing International Studies University

Fang Qiang Professor, Department of History, University of Minnesota, United States

Grega Ulen Postdoctoral Fellow, Tsinghua University

Jordan Baev Professor, Sofia University, Bulgaria

Josip Mihaljevi¢ Research Fellow and Deputy Director, Croatian Institute of History

Jovan Cavoski Research Fellow, Institute for Recent History of Serbia

Joze Pirjevec Principal Research Fellow and Academician, Science and Research Centre Koper, Slovenia

Jure Ramsak Research Fellow, Science and Research Centre Koper, Slovenia

Klaus Buchenau Professor, University of Regensburg, Germany

Lujo Parezanin Editor and Independent Scholar, Novosti, Croatia

Marie-Janine Calic Professor, Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, Germany

Marko Zajc Research Fellow, Institute of Contemporary History, Slovenia; Assistant Professor, Faculty of
Humanities, University of Primorska

Reuben Wong Associate Professor, National University of Singapore

Ruza Fotiadis Research Fellow, Humboldt University of Berlin, Germany

Sanja Radovi¢ Research Fellow, Museum of the 1990s, Belgrade, Serbia

Tanja Petrovic Director and Research Fellow, Institute of Culture and Memory Studies, Slovenian Academy of

Sciences and Arts

List of Chinese Participants

In alphabetical order by surname

Distinguished Guests

[ Name | Title and Affiliation

TBC University Leader, Capital Normal University

TBC Vice President, Capital Normal University

TBC Representative, International Department of the CPC Central Committee

Jia Peng Deputy Director-General, Department of International Cooperation and Exchanges, Ministry of
Education

Huo Yuzhen Former Special Representative for China—Central and Eastern European Countries Cooperation,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Yu Yunquan Vice President and Research Fellow, China International Communications Group

TBC Representative, Beijing Municipal Education Commission
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Participants

[ Name | Title and Affiliation

Bai Yiwei (lvica
Bakota)

Chen Huizhi
Chen Yue

Cui Hongjian

Ding Chun
Dong Xixiao

Du Zheng
Feng Yue
Feng Zhongping

Gao Ge
Jia Jun

Jiang Lu
Ju Hao

Ju Weiwei
Ke Jing

Kong Fanjun
Kong Tianping
Li Jianjun

Li Jun

Li Yongbin

Li Zhirui

Liang Zhanjun
Liang Zigiang
Lin Limin

Lin Wenshuang

Liu Minru

Liu Yue
Luka Golez
Ma Li

Ma Manlu

Ma Xipu

Ma Zigian

Na Chuanlin
Ning Ya
Peng Yuchao

Qu Bing
Qu Ning

Sun Xingjie
Tian Haochen
Wang Bo
Wang Sixiao
Wang Huan
Wang Xinyu
Wang Yiwei

Research Fellow, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Distinguished Research Fellow, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University
Lecturer, Institute of Country and Region Studies and International Communication, Nanjing
University of Aeronautics and Astronautics

Professor, Institute for Area and Global Governance, Beijing Foreign Studies University;
Director, Center for EU and Regional Development Studies

Director and Professor, Center for European Studies, Fudan University

Vice Dean and Professor, School of European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign Studies
University

Journalist, Qianlong.com

Lecturer, School of European Studies, Beijing International Studies University

Director and Research Fellow, Institute of European Studies, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences

Research Fellow, Institute of Russian, Eastern European and Central Asian Studies, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences

Lecturer, Institute of Country and Region Studies and International Communication, Nanjing
University of Aeronautics and Astronautics

Lecturer, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Research Fellow and Deputy Director, Department of Theory of Transformation and Integration,
Institute of Russian, Eastern European and Central Asian Studies, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences

Director, Department of Central and Eastern European Studies, and Associate Research Fellow,
Institute of European Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Dean and Professor, School of European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign Studies
University

Distinguished Professor, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University
Research Fellow, Institute of European Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Vice Dean and Associate Professor, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal
University

Research Fellow and Director, Department of Central and Eastern European Studies, Institute of
European Studies, China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations

Professor, School of History, Capital Normal University

Lecturer, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Dean and Professor, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Journalist, China Education Television

Professor, University of International Relations

Vice Dean and Professor, School of European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign Studies
University

Deputy Director, Department of Research Planning, Institute of Party History and Literature of
the CPC Central Committee

Journalist, Chinese Social Sciences Net

Lecturer, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Assistant Research Fellow, School of History and Culture, Sichuan University

Lecturer, School of Country and Region Studies / Institute of International Relations, Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies

Chief Expert, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Journalist, International Communication Center, China Youth Daily

Professor, Belt and Road Research Institute, Beijing Language and Culture University
Lecturer, School of History, Renmin University of China

Associate Professor, School of European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign Studies
University

Deputy Director and Research Fellow, Institute of European Studies, China Institutes of
Contemporary International Relations

Director, Arabic Department, Europe and Latin America Center (ELAC), China Radio
International (CRI)

Professor, School of International Relations, Sun Yat-sen University

Lecturer, School of European Studies, Beijing International Studies University

Executive Director and Professor, China—CEEC Innovation Cooperation Research Center
Associate Professor, School of European Studies, Beijing International Studies University
Ph.D. Student, School of History, Capital Normal University

Ph.D. Student, School of European Languages and Cultures, Beijing Foreign Studies University
Director, Institute of International Affairs; Director, Center for European Union Studies;
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Wang Yiru

Wu Yao

Xu Gang

Xu Hengyi

Xu Shuyuan
Yan Shaoxiang
Yang Bowen
Yang Dong
You Shanshan

Yu Jinyan
Yu Yang
Yuan Lin
Zhang Lixin

Zhao Yue

Zhou Yuguang

Zuo Liming (Zvonimir

Stopié)
Zuo Xiao

Professor, School of International Studies, Renmin University of China

Ph.D. Student, School of History, Capital Normal University

Lecturer, School of Humanities, Henan University of Science and Technology

Research Fellow, Institute of Russian, Eastern European and Central Asian Studies, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences

Assistant Dean and Associate Professor, School of Country and Region Studies / Institute of
International Relations, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies

Officer and Intermediate-Level Translator, Department Il of International Exchange, Center for
Europe, Central and South Asia Communication, China International Communications Group /
People’s Pictorial

Professor, School of History, Capital Normal University

Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of European Studies, China Institute of International Studies
Associate Senior Editor, Central Institute of Socialism

Deputy Director and Senior Editor, Center for Europe, Central and South Asia Communication,
China International Communications Group / People’s Pictorial

Dean and Professor, School of Country and Region Studies, Beijing International Studies
University

Assistant Research Fellow, China—CEEC Innovation Cooperation Research Center

Brand Director, Academy of Contemporary China and World Studies, China International
Communications Group

Executive Dean and Professor, Institute of Country and Region Studies and International
Communication, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics; Director, Center for Balkan
Studies

Program Director of China—India Dialogue and Senior Editor, Department Il of International
Exchange, Center for Europe, Central and South Asia Communication, China International
Communications Group / People’s Pictorial

Lecturer, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Global and Area Studies, Capital Normal University

Lecturer, School of Country and Region Studies / Institute of International Relations, Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies

First China—Balkan Cultural Exchange Forum



